Ryhill Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2022

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)
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Clir Cheryle Bashforth DDI:
Ryhill Parish Council +44 (0)20 7516 2200
Email:

sba@pkf-l.com

Date:
19 June 2023

Our Ref;
WY0063

SAAA Ref:
SB07197

Ryhili Parish Council
Compiletion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2022

Dear Clir Bashforth

We have completed our review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Ryhill
Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2022. On 27 September 2022, we issued an ‘interim’ report
in respect of our review of Ryhill Parish Council's AGAR for the year ended 31 March 2022. We
explained the reasons that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now
able to certify completion of the review. The final external auditor report and certificate is included for
your attention as another attachment to the email containing this letter, along with a copy of Sections 1
and 2, on which our report is based, and a copy of our ‘interim’ Section 3 report. The smaller authority
must consider the final external auditor report and decide what, if any, action is required.

Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of
the review. In summary, you are required to:

* Prepare a “Notice of conclusion of audit” which details the rights of inspection, in line with the
statutory requirements. We attach a pro forma notice you may use for this purpose (a Word
version is available on request).

 Publish the “Notice” along with the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and our attached final report and
certificate before 30 September (or as soon as possible where this date has passed), which
must include publication on the smaller authority's website. (Please note that when the statute
and regulations were amended in 2014 and 2015, they did not include a requirement for the
length of time that for which the Notice must be published. There is no requirement for the
Notice to be publicly accessible for 5 years, as there is for the AGAR and the external auditor
report and certificate. The previous statute required 14 days; but it is now up to the authority to
make this decision).

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

E14 4HD
PKF Littlejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is available at the above address. PKF Littlejohn LLP
is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office as above. PKF Littlejohn T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200
LLP is a member firm of the PKF International Limited family of legally independent firms and does not accept any Kf-l
respansibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspandent firm or firms WWW.pKi-i.com
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» Keep copies of the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and the attached final report and certificate
available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.

* Ensure that Sections 1, 2 and 3, plus the attached final report and certificate, of the published
AGAR remain available for public access for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of
publication.

Fee

We enclose our fee note, on page 4 of this attachment, for the limited assurance review, which is in
accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd which can be found
at https://saaa.co.uk/fees.html. This fee is statutory which must be paid and is due immediately on
receipt of invoice, please arrange for this to be paid at the earliest opportunity.

Additional charges are itemised on the fee note, where applicable. These arise where either:

* we have had to issue chaser letters and/or exercise our statutory powers due to a failure to
provide an AGAR by the submission deadline; or
* itwas necessary for us to undertake additional work.

Please return the remittance advice with your payment, which should be sent to: PKF Littlejohn
LLP, Ref: Credit Control (SBA), 5" Floor, 15 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4HD.
Please include the reference WY0063 or Ryhill Parish Council as a reference when paying by BACS.

Feedback on 2021/22
Please note that if you wish to provide feedback, our satisfaction survey template can be used, which is

available on our website: hitps://www.pkf-l.com/services/limited-assurance-regime/useful-information-
and-links/.

Yours sincerely

pe L &

PKF Littlejohn LLP

’ www.pkf-l.com
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2021/22

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2022.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2022. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
« notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Section1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2022 authorities must publish:
* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;
* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22, approved and signed, page 4
* Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22, approved and signed, page 5
Not later than 30 September 2022 authorities must publish:
« Notice of conclusion of audit
* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
* Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
Itis recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.
The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words 'external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 1 of 6
Local Councils. Internal Drainaae Boards and other Smaller Authorities*




Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021/22

* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. If the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be returned and additional costs will be incurred.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

* Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2022.

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

+ The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

* Do not send the external auditor any information not specifically requested. However, you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide
relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

+ Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®*.

+ Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

+ If the external auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or
variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2021) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2022).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2022.

Completion checklist — ‘No’ answers mean you may not have met requirements I Yes o]

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022 been reconciled to Box 87?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

e v o e e Y B

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 2 of 6
Local Councils. Internal Drainaace Boards and other Smaller Authorities™




Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

RYHILL PARGH Counc!l
WKWK - Wakefeld 9oV UK

During the financial year endgd 31 March 2022, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2021/22 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

(Vs
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. ~
v
v
.\/

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved \\L {
and VAT appropriately accounted for. \Q’

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. ~

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. N
I. Periodic bank account recongiliations were properly carried out during the year. &7

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. et

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2020/21, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance v
review of its 2020/21 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority publishes information on a free to access website/webpage up to date at the fime of
the internal audit in accordance with any relevant transparency code requirements

M. The authority, during the previous year (2020-21) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published -
on the website and/or authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 AGAR o
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
2445/ 2022 W BALREENSE o

Signature of person who - = oy

carried out the internal audit ™ & 3 XA Date 2 L‘S'f w2022

*If the response is 'no’ please state the implicat
(add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is 'not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

efi to address any weakness in control identified

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 3 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

RML  PAUSH  (ouneiL .

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

Agreed

‘Yes'means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of \/ with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud J for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper /

Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for \/ during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those \/ faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or

external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether

S

records and control systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised / responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from internal and external audit. external audit.

commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on end if relevant.

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or J disclosed everything it should have about its business activity

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trustee we discharged our accountability trust or trusts.
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent \/

examination or audit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference: Chairman

Clerk

Wi - WaKEALEW -~ oV UK.
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

iy (1

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2021 2022
£ £

oL

1. Balances brought
forward

$14

PARLSH  (puNCAL .

Notes and guidance.

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figres must
agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

SAIES |ALES

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
receijved.

3. (+) Total other receipts

X169 | 4606

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

§L0L | $ewd

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

%4& | O

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments

My S L ooyl

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

L5 1%

$LOSA

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

L3 | $2059

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

Wo %754

NOE 184

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings

O O

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only)
Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

i

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust fransactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3

Local Councils. Internal Drainaae Boards and other Smaller
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2021/22

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022: and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2021/22

(Except for the matters reported below)” on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the year ended 31 March 2022,

*We do not certify completion because:

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 . Page 6 of 6
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 in respect of
Ryhill Parish Council WY0063

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
 summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
o confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor report 2021/22

On 27 September 2022, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2022. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

1.  In our view, the responses to Assertions 1 and 3 of the Annual Governance Statement should be ‘No’ due to the
Council’s failure to publish documentation on a publicly available website, in accordance with statutory
requirements, We note that for many years the Council has failed to publish all the required documentation on a
publicly available website and we have raised reporting issues relating to this fact in our external auditor report on
the AGAR each year since 2016/17. It has previously used the Wakefield Council website; however, we note that
the Council launched its own website in January 2023 and should ensure that it complies with all its statutory
publication requirements from 2023/24 onwards. The Council should consider this issue when discussing its
responses to the governance assertions on the 2022/23 AGAR.

2. Thesmaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2021/22 for the exercise of public
rights, by answering ‘Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as noted above, we are aware that it failed to do this
and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on
all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 7, which,
on the basis of the above, is not correct.

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

E14 4HD
PKF Littiejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is available at the above address. PKF Littlejohn LLP
is a limited fiability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Re?lstered office as above. PKF Littlejohn T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200
LLP is a member firm of the PKF Intemational Limited family of legally independent firms and does not accept any
responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspandent firm or firms www.pkf-l.com
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22 in respect of
Ryhill Parish Council WY0063

3. The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are
corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year's AGAR:

*  Section 2, Box 2, the annual precept, does not agree to the figure published by the precepting authority. The
figures in Boxes 2 and 3 should read £54,185 and £4,606 respectively. All grants, including Council Tax Support
Grant, should be shown in Box 3, as per the guidance notes on the AGAR.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:'

1. We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015
as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2022/23 for the exercise of public rights, since the correct
information was not published on a website. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of
the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public
rights during 2023/24.

2. We note that the Council’s new website does not provide a contact email address for any councillors and there is
currently a vacancy for the position of Clerk. Please note the new mandatory requirement of the 2023 Practitioners’
Guide, which represents proper practices that local councils must follow in future:

1.26 Email management - every authority should have an email account that belongs to the council and
to which the council has access — this ideally would be a .gov.uk or .org.uk address or could be an address
linked to the council website.

3. We received challenge correspondence in relation to the 2021/22 AGAR which we considered before completing
our work. The authority will receive an invoice in relation to this additional work.

External auditor certificate 2021/22

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2022.

Y2 & et lepohon LAs?

PKF Littlejohn LLP
14/06/2023

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

E14 4HD
PKF Litiejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is available at the above address. PKF Littlejohn LLP
is a limited hability partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office as above. PKF Littiejohn T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200
LLP is a member firm of the PKF Intemational Limited family of legally indepandent firms and does not accept any Kf-l
responsibiiity or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspondent firm or firms www.pki-i.com




PKF

DD
+44 (0)20 7516 2200

Ryhil

: Email:
Wakefield
sba@pkf-l.com
Date:
Sent by email:— 18 May 2023
Ref:
RP/AT131/SAAA/WY0063

Ryhill Parish Council: audit of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2022

Dear NG

Thank you for your email and attached letter of objection dated 22 July 2022 in connection with Ryhill
Parish Council (the Council). You have raised matters in respect of the 2021/22 Annual Governance
and Accountability Return (AGAR).

We wrote to you on 22 September 2022 to inform you that both of your eligible objections had been
accepted for further consideration. We have written to the Council and received its formal response and
all of the additional information that we requested. All documents material to our decisions on the
accepted objections are in the public domain or have previously been shared with you.

You have not asked us to consider reporting on these matters in a public interest report or to consider
the lawfulness of the expenditure in 2021/22; however, we have considered whether each accepted
objection should be included in a public interest report and whether we should apply for a declaration
under section 28(3) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the 2014 Act) in respect of objection
1.

Our decisions following consideration of the accepted objections under Step 3 of the National Audit
Office’s Auditor Guidance Note 04 are set out below:

Objection 1: You object to the inclusion of an item of expenditure of £2,102 relating to 2020/21
in the 2021/22 AGAR

Findings: This objection relates to an item of account in Box 6 of the Accounting Statements.
We note that the invoice was dated 12 March 2021, related to services provided in the 4t
quarter of the 2020/21 financial year and was received on 29 March 2021. We also note that the
invoice was paid by cheque dated 20 April 2021 (which cleared the bank later that month) and
since the Council’s accounts are prepared on the receipts and payments (cash) basis, the
payment was correctly included in Box 6 of the 2021/22 AGAR.

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection.

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London

E14 4HD
PKF Litflsjohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members' names is available at the sbove address. PKF Litlejohn LLP
is a limited Babillty partnership registered in England and Wales No. OC342572. Registered office as above, PRF Litdejohn T: +44 {0)20 7516 2200
LLP Is a member firm of the PKF Intemational Limited family of lagally independent firms and does nat accapt any kil
responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions of any individual member or correspondent firm or firms. WWW.pKi-i.com




2

Objection 2: You object to the Council’s failure to publish documentation on a publicly available
website in line with its statutory requirements.

Findings: This objection relates to the responses given in Assertions 1 and 3 of the Annual
Governance Statement. We note that for many years the Council has failed to publish ali the
required documentation on a publicly available website and we have raised reporting issues
relating to this fact in our external auditor report on the AGAR each year since 2016/17. It has
previously relied on the Wakefield Council website; however, we note that the Council launched
its own website in January 2023 and should ensure that it complies with all its statutory
publication requirements from 2023/24 onwards.

Conclusion: We uphold this objection and are minded to raise a reporting matter in our
external auditor report on the 2021/22 AGAR in respect of this matter.

Having considered whether each accepted objection should be included in a public interest report and
whether we should apply for a declaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act in respect of objection 1,
we have decided not to take either course of action.

Please note that there is no right of appeal against a decision not to issue a public interest report in
respect of any of the objections. With regard to objection 1, you have a right to appeal our decision not
to apply for a deciaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act. Should you wish to do so, you must
appeal to the High Court within the period of 21 days beginning with the day after you receive this
statement of written reasons.

At this stage, we would like to remind both you and the Council of the need to ensure compliance with
relevant data protection legislation (including GDPR). This could include, for example, redacting
personal information (suich as the objector's name, address or other identifying information) from any
subsequent publication or sharing of the objections and related correspondence.

Yours sincerely
/[(F Zw'/’f'&/"ﬂ— Z(”/

PKF Littlejohn LLP

cc Ryhill Council ¢/o Clir Cheryle Bashforth — Council Chair

' www,pkf-l.com
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2021/22

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2022.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2022. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

* a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022

- an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
* notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Section1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2022 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22, approved and signed, page 4

* Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22, approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2022 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

* Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.

Itis recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete fist of badies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 1 of 6
Local Councils. Internal Drainane Roards and other Smaller Anithoritiag*




Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021/22

All sections Have all highlighted boxs have been completed?

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. If the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be returned and additional costs will be incurred.

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retu rning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2022.

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

Do not send the external auditor any information not specifically requested. However, you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide
relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*.

Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

If the external auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or
variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2021) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2022).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2022.

Completion checklist — 'No' answers mean you may not have melrequitements 00 i Yes No

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report

Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the intemnal auditor and explanations provided?

Section 1

For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, has an explanation been published?

Section 2

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022 been reconciled to Box 8?

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2

Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

~NYNYSINNS

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

RYHILL. PARGEH Counc il
WK Wakereld gov UK

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2021/22 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective Not

No* | covered*”
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

g
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. ~
v

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. v
v

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved N |
and VAT appropriately accounted for. -\Q

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. ~

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. e
I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. £
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. i
K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2020/21, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance v
review of its 2020/21 AGAR tick “not covered’)

L. The autherity publishes information on a free to access website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with any relevant transparency code requirements L
M. The authority, during the previous year (2020-21) correctly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published || e
on the website and/or authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).
N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 AGAR o

(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

0. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
29502 & ’-)—‘(4@\,.3.4\3(_? ol

Signature of person who <) 3
carried out the internal audit N %f@r&‘-ié‘”
*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implicat

(add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

Bt - LIS 05

efi to address any weakness in control identified

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3 Page 3 of 6
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Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

KYHILL PAResH Counci

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contro, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1. We have l In place arrangements for effective n
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting slalements.

preparedis accounting stalements In accordance
with the Accounts end Audit Regulations

2. We maintained an odoqum syshm of Internal control
including meoasures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effecliveness.

made proper srengements end accepled responsibiiity
for seleguardling the public money and resources in
ils charge.

3. We took all reascnable staps to assure ourseives
that there are no maiters of aclual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financlal effect
on the abilily of this authority to conduct its
businass or manage Ila llnanoos

has only gone whal it has the kgoi power l'o db and haa
complied with Proper Practices In doing sa,

4. We provided proper opponunity during the yaar for
the exercise of eleclors' rights In accordance with the
requiremants of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

during theyear gave aﬂpsrsons interested the omMunity to
inspect and ask questions aboul this authority’s accounts.

authority and took appropriate steps 1o manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls andlor
extemnal Insurance cover where reqvuimd

8. We carried out an assessment of tha fiska facing this

considared and documented the financial and ofher risks it
faces anddoall with them properly

8. We maintained throughout the year an adequate snd
effaclive system of Internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arrangedlor a competent person, independent of the financial |
controls and procedures, (0 glve an objective view on whether
internal controls mee! the neads of this smaller authority.

7. We look appropriate action on ell matters ralsed
In reports from intemal and external audit.

responded to metiers brought to its altention by internal and
external wdit.

8. We considerad whether any litigation, liabillties or
commilments, events or iransattions, occurring elther
dyring or after the year-end, have a financlal Impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
In the accounting stataments.

N \ ~ NN NV

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds Including
chadtable. In our capacity as the sole maneging
trustes we discharged our accountabllity
rasponsibliities for the fund{s)assels, including
financial reporting and, if required, Independent
examination of audit.

T

disclosedeverything it should have about ils business activity
during the yew Inckiding avents taking place after the year
end if rolvant

hesmet oil of its responsibiliies where, asa body
corporele, it Is a sole menaging lrustee of & local
lrrstor trusts.

*Please provide explana!lons to Ihe external auditor on a sepamlo sheet for each ‘No rasponse angd describe how the
authority will address the weaknessas Idenlified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Stalement was approved at a

mesting of the authority on:

1o/51aA
and recorded as minute reference:

2.9 o)

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was givery.

Chairman O%/L?\ @\/\—\

Clerk

=N~

HNN'NQKE.F-(tld'dbU'UK
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
RYHILL, PARSH Coundl

1. fIaalaru(:’os brought Total balances end reserves sl the beginning of the year
lorwar as recordedin the financial records. Vaiue must agree (o
TBBA2 B2 | e .
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (o for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies Sq_, ! 8 5 5[_],65 O raceived or recelvable in the year, Exclude any grants
- de- e o R
3. (+) Total other recelpts - 8 Total income or recelpts as recorded In the cashbook less
|+ b Ll-lb ‘ the precepl or ralasfevies receivad (line 2). Include any
i granis recohved.
4, (-} Staff costs Tolal expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. include gross safarles and wages,
8 2 02 B %Bc\ employers NI coniributions, employers pension
contributions, greluiies and severance payments.
5. (-} Loan interest/caplal Total expenditure or payments of capilel and interest
repayments 5 5 q_ q_ 0 mada during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any)
{ 8. (-) All other payments - | Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
:2 5 book less slaff cosls (line 4} and loan interest/capital
S 4 50217 repayments (line 5). -
7. (=) Belances carried Totai balances and reserves al the end of the year. Must
forward 8231 o g 2089 | oqual (14243) - (4+5+6).
8. Tolal value of cash and T T The sum of sli current and depoéil Bénk accounts, cash
ghort term investmenls holdings and short term Investments held as af 31 March -
LRl e ol L] e el
9. Total fixed assets plus 7 B The value of alf the property the authority owns ~ it Is made
fong term investmenis 8;,. H up of all s fived assets and long ferm investments as at
| _and assets L Ho 81 08 q- 31 March. o
10. Total borrowings The oulslanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans
O O from third parties (inchuding PWLE).
L. S A i ————r]
11. (For Local Councils Only) B 1o Coundi, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee for |
Disclosure nola re Trust {unds il and Is respinsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
(including charitable} N.B. The figures in the accounling slatements above do
nol include an Y._D'__U'?{ transaclions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been preparad on either a racelpts and payments
or iIncome and expendilure basis following the guldance in
Governance and Accountabilily for Smaller Aulhorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial posilicn of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authorily for approvat

I0(s Q.

Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

| confirm that these Accounting Stalements were
approved by this authority on this date:

105/ 2

as recorded in minule reference:

Qa/al

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

LA fore—

Page 5 of 6




Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of Ryhill Parish Council - WY0063

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is respansible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website —
https://iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence received in
relation to 2021/22 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from that
correspondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2022

We do not certify completion because:

We have received correspondence bringing information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the completion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities.

External Auditor Name
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature ;ij‘ LA, AT AT A Date 27/09/2022

¢

* Note: the NAQO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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