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Ryhill Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 3{ March 2022

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 20151234)

1 The audit of accounts for Ryhill Parish Council for the year ended 31

[Vlarch 2022 has been completed and the accounts have been
pubiished.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Ryhill Parish
Council on application to:
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(a)
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of t .L_ {c) for each

copy of the AnnualGovernance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: {d)
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tt^{15. C-4UnJeiu.

Date of announcement: (e)
('t
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Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published

by 30 September. This must
inelude publication on the
smaller authority'$ website.
The smal,er authority must
decide how long to publi$h the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) lnsert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electcrs should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) lnsert the hcurs during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) lnsefi a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) lnsert the date oi placing ofthe
notice
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Cllr Cheryle Bashforth
Ryhill Parish Councrt
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DtrI;

+44 (A)2A 7516 22A0

Email:

sba@pkf-l.com

Date:

19 June 2023

Sur Ref;

wY0063

$"AAA Ref:

s8071 97

Ryhill Parish Council
Completlon of the limited assurance revieyy fen the year ended 31 March 20t2

Dear Cllr Bashforth

We have completed our review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Ryhill
Parish Council for the year ended 31 tVlarch 2022. An 27 September 2022, we issued an 'interiml report
in respect of our review of Ryhill Parish Council's AGAR for the year ended 31 lVarch 2022, We
explained the reasons that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now
able to certify completion of the review. The final external auditor report and certificate is included for
your attention as another attachment to the email containing this letter, along with a copy of Sections 1

and 2, on which our report is based, and a copy of our'interim'section 3 re$or1. The smaller authority
must consider the final external auditor report and decide what, if any. action is required.

Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2A15234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of
the review. ln summary, you are required to:

. Prepare a "Notice of conclusion of audit" which detalls the rights of inspection, in line with the
statutory requiremenis. We attach a pro forma notice you may use for this purpose (a Worrl
version is available on request).

. Publish the "Notice" along with the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and our attached final report ancl
certificate before 30 September (or as soon as possible where this date has passed), which
must include publication on the smaller authority's website. (Please note that when the statute
and regulattons were amended in 20'14 and 2015, they did not include a requirement for the
length of time that for which the Notice must be published. There is no requirement lor the
Notice to be publicly accessible for 5 years, as there is for the AGAR and the external auditor
report and certificate. The previous statute required 14 days; but it is now up to the authority to
make this decision).

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary \A/harf, London
E14 4HD

T: +nc 19;29 75t5 2200
www.pkf-l.com
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Keep copies of the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and the attached final report and certificate
available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.
Ensure that Sections 1, 2 and 3, plus the attached finai report and cerlificate, of the published
AGAR remain available for public access for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of
publication,

Fee

We enclose our fee note, on page 4 of this attachment. for the limited assurance review. which is in
accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorrties' Audit Appointments Ltd which can be found
at i:llS-S";-*?sES-.i.Q--U6,lqq"4-J"rti:i This fee is statutory which must be paid and is due immediately on
receipt of invoice, please arrange for this to be paid at the earliest opportunity.

Additional charges are iiemised on the fee note, where applicable. These arise where either:

. we have had to issue chaser letters andlor exercise our statutory powers due to a failure to
provide an AGAR by the submission deadline; or

. it was necessary for us to undertake additional work.

P/ease return the remittance advice with your payment, which shautd be senr fo; pKF Litflejohn
LLP, Ref: Credit Control (SBA), 5th Floor, 15 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, 814 4HD.
Please tnclude the reference WY0063 or Ryhill Parish Council as a reference when paying by BACS.

Feedback on 2021122

Please note that if you wish to provide feedback, our satisfaction survey templale can be used, which is
available on our website: ij!.il-:,-.":li'!.y_'{q-q5l_L-{g}ii*tili:gii*Lliif5lj*:B!ri3ll!,q1ig3tjl_t:,1*Sllg1ij:;:j1r+lit-1:
.€J",..G:.':ilI'li

Yours sincerely

a

a

ft$ Ll\ta\'-- d
PKF Littlejohn LLP

www.pkf-l.com
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Annual Governanee and Accountability Return 20fr'1122 Forrm B

To be completed by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities":
' where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded €28,000 but did not exceed

€6.5 million; or

' where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure yvas f25,000
or less but that:
. are unable to certifu themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
. have requested a limited assurance review {fee payable}

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2A21 122

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding f25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with proper practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

'The Annual lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.

'Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2A22.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding f25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding fl25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2A22. Reminder letters will incur a charge of 840 +VAt

' the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2A22

' an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

' notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternalAudit Report 2021122

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 - ExternatAuditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requ irements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2A15, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage :

Before 1 July 2022 authorities must publish:

' Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

' section 1 -Annual Governance statement?0?1l?,z, approved and signed, page 4. Section 2 -Accounting Statemenls202ll22, approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2A22 autharities must publish:
. Notice of conclusion of audit
. Section 3 - ExternalAuditor Report and Certificate

' $ections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.

It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

Aar a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authoities refer ta schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2A14.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A21122 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Page 1 of6

referred to in theAccounts andAudit Regulations 2015.
Throughout. the words



Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021 122

' The authority must comply with Proper Pracfibes in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. praper
Practices are found in lhe Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. If the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be retumed and additional costs will be incurred.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2A22.

' The Annual Governance Statement {Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

' Do not send the extemal auditor any information not specifically requested. However, you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide
relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

' tvlake sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box I on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. h/ore help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*.

' Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

. lf the external auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or
variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

' It/ake sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried foruvard from the previous year
(Box 7 ot 2021) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2O22).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authorlty, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must inelude the first ten working days of July.

' The authority must publish on the authority websitelwebpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2022.

"Gavernance and

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?Allsections

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternalAudit Repofi Have allhighlighted boxes been completed bythe internalauditorand explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2A22been reconciled to Box 8?

Section 2

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021122 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*

Page 2 of 6

Practitioners' Guide to Proper Fractices,
from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual lnternal Audit Report Z0Z1 lLz

RYH,Lt* €ARTSH CorrnrC I L

!^t N L"l . NcLeFte.ld .3 ov . uK=

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the rblevant procedures and conirols
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2ATnZ has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage-
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit eonclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a slandard adequate
lo meet the needs of this authority.

year,A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks lo achieving its objectives and reviewad the adequacy
of arrangements lo manage these.

D. The precspt or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary proces$: progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reseryes were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on conect pricos, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for. *{t*

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

*1, Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly canied out during th6 year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounting basis (receipts

and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail From underlying records and where appropriaie debtors and creditors w€r€ properly recorded.

K. If the authorily certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in ZqZAn1, it met the

exemption criteria and corectly declared itself exempt. (ffthe authority bad a limited assurance
reyr',ew of ils 2020/21 AGAR tick "not cavered')

L. The authority publishes information on a free to access websiter\,rrebpage up to date at the tirne of
the inlernal audit in accordance with any relevant transparency eode requirements

M. The authority, during the previous year {2020-21) correetly provided for the period lor the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (avidenced bylhe notice published

on the website andlor authority approved minutes canfirming fhe dates se$.

N. The authority has complied with the publication requir+ments for 2020121 AGAR
(seeAGARPag* I Guidanca IVstesJ.

O. (For local councils only)

- The council mel its as a trustee.Trust funds

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate conlrois existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

2 V'L5 l'Lu'z'> 'iI- t:>-<"{i€vt .{lvse, €;rd

Date )* lSlJ*)2\/-- &A{::rJ*qr s-r*,
Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

Annual Governance and Accounlability Return 2421t2? Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Page 3 ol 6

lnternal control objective
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Section t -Annual Governanee $tatement ZSZ,IlZZ

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March za22,that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and deseribe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

and recorded as minute reference

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk

\st^rW - Vo xKDfrr sLl - bcr "tj K

L We have put in place arrangements for efective financiat
management during the yeal and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting stafernenls in accordance
with the Aecounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resaurces in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has anly done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons inleresfed fhe oppoftunity to
inspect and ask questions abaut this authority's accaunts-

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them propedy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internai audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

ananged for a conpetent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal eontrols meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to mafters brought to its attention by internal and
externa! aurlit.

8. We eonsidered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing

trustee we diseharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{s}assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, lf rs a sole managing trustee af a local
trust or trusts.

Annual Governance and Ascountability Return 2021122 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*
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$ection 2 * Accountinq Statements t0Z1 tZZ for

iI-{ Ht uu P,\zr51q Lourut tt-

1. Balances brought
forward 16bq]_ fiu;1a

Total balances and reseryes af fhe beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
3ox 7 of previous year"

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies Strb) t4r$s
Total amount af precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received ar receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

keo6
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line Z). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

(zor-
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/anes and wages,
emplayers N I contri butions, employers pensian
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital

repayments r:4{ Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrawings (it any).

6. {-)All other payments

$>rS 5cr-r -1 Tatal expenditure ar paymenfs as recorded in the cash-
book /ess slaff cosfs (line 4) and laan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried

forward %w1+ ?L0s1
Total balances and reserves af the end ofthe year. Alust
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6I

8, Total value of cash and

short term investments s}1t{ gLO5c\ The sum of all current and depasit bank accounfq cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 hlarch -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus

Iong term investments

and assets
\\o u tk rto\ 1% +

The value of all the property the authoity owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assefs and long term investmenfs as af
31 Alarch"

10. Total borrowings
C

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third pafties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only)
Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a bady corporate, acls as sale trustee far
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 lt/arch 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021122 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaoe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities*
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$ection 3 - External Auditor's Report and cerfificate z0z1lzg.

ln respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit office (NAo). A limited
assurance review is not afull 

"t 
tulgw audit, it does not constitute an audit canidO out in accordance with tnternationat

9l'n9.?q. onAuditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assuiance that such an auditwould.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than frat provioeJnv 

" 
rrrr statutory iuJit is appropriate

for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note OI 1nCru OZI as issued by the NAO on nerrilt of tne
comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAo website *
https:ilwww.nao-org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and*information-for*auditorsl 

.

This authority is responsible for ensr:ring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Ainual Governance and Accountability neiuin in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2a2z; and
' confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2oz1t22
for the matters reported below)"

information in Sections 1

on the our review of and 2 of the and Return, inour the and 2 of the ,Annual Governance and Accountability
relevant legislation

Retum IS ln accordance with Proper Practices andno matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that and regulatory requirements have not been met.(*delete AS appropriate ).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

matters not affecting our which we draw to the authority:

ona sheet if

3 External auditor certificate 2021122
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and_ dis_charged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2A14, for
the year ended 31 March 2A22.

ExternalAuditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date

Page 6 of 6Annual Governanee andAccountability Return 2021122 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmaNlerAuthorities"



PKT
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021 122 in respect of
Ryhill Parish Council WY0063

Page 1 of2

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a fullstatutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website - https://www.nao.orq,uldcode-audit-p-ractice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022: and
r confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and

responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor report 2021122

On 27 September 2022, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2022.We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance

and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and2 of the AGAR is in accordance

with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant

legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

t. ln our view, the responses to Assertions 1 and 3 of the Annual Governance Statement should be 'No' due to the

Council's failure to publish documentation on a publicly available website, in accordance with statutory

requirements. We note that for many years the Council has failed to publish all the required documentation on a

publicly available website and we have raised reporting issues relating to this fact in our external auditor report on

the AGAR each year since 2OL6/17.|t has previously used the Wakefield Council website; however, we note that

the Council launched its own website in January 2023 and should ensure that it complies with all its statutory

publication requirements trom 2A23/24 onwards. The Council should consider this issue when discussing its

responses to the governance assertions on the 2022123 AGAR.

2. The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2021/22 for the exercise of public

rights, by answering'Yes to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as noted above, we are aware that it failed to do this

and therefore should have answered'No'to this assertion. lt has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on

all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit by answering Yes'to Section 1, Assertion 7, which,

on the basis of the above, is not correct.

PKF Littlejohn LLP

15 Westfeny Circus,

Canary Wharf, London

814 4HD

T: +,t4 (0)20 7516 2200

wwt,Y.pkf-l.eom

PKF Llttiejohn LLP. CnartereC AccoJnlanls- A lis! of irembers' names rs avallairle at the above address. PKF Llltiejohn LLP
is a iimited I abilit_v parinershlp fegLslered in EngianC e.d Vtales No. OC342572. Regislered oifice as 3bove PKF Littlejohn
LLP rs a ilrenber lrrm ol the PKF inteinatloiral LlmileC iamily cl iegally rndependent lifms and doe$ fio1 accepi eny
respcnsibriiiy ot lraltilrt)r icr the aciiErls cf i!lact ors o: nry inditiduai trrerrirer or aotiespqriert iittrr of flrnrs

;
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Final External Auditor Report and certifica& za2ifi2 in respect of
Ryhill Parish Council WY0063
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3. The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for revieu Please ensure that amendrnents are

corrected in the prior year comparatives when completing next year/s AGAR:

. section 2, Box 2, the annual precept, does not agree to the figure published by the precepting authority. The

figures in Boxes 2 and 3 should read f54185 and €4,5O6 respefiively. All grants, including CouncitTax Support

Grant, should be shown in Box 3, as per the guidance notes on the AGAR.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attentisn of the authorig:

L. W€ note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

as it failed to make proper provision during the year ?O2U23 for the exercise of public rights, since the correct
information was not published on a website. As a result, the smaller authority must answer'No'to Assertion 4 of
the Annual Governance Statementfor 2O22/23 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public

righ8 during 2023/24.

2. We note that the Council's new website does not provide a contact email address for any councillors and there is

currently a vacancy forthe position of Clerk. Please note the new mandatory requirement of the 2023 practitioners'

Guide, which represents proper practices that local councils must follow in future:

1".26 Email monogemmt - every authority should hove an emoi! occount thot belongs to the council ond
to which the council has dccess - this ideolly wauld be a .gov.uk or .org.uk address or could be an dddress

linked ta the council website.

3' We received challenge correspondence in relation $rhe 2o2U22 AGAR which we considered before completing

our work. The authority will receive an invoice in relation to this additional work

External auditor certificate 2021 122

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the LocalAudit and Accountability Act
2014, tor the year ended 31 March 2A22.

/tzf a -q{<ia.4.-"1 L-t43

PKF Littlejohn LLP
14tO6nA23

PKF Littlejohn LLP

15 Westfeny Circus,

Canary Wharf, London

E14 4HD

T: *n4 1g;r8 7516 22oo

wu/w.pkf-l.com

FKF Littlejohrl LLP. Charleied Accounlanls. A iisl of nembers iames is availabie a1 lhe above ai.lress. PKF Littleioho LLP
;s a linrileC liability pa{n-ership feoislered ln England anC l,Vales No. OC3'12572. Regjslerei office as 3bo!e PKF LlttLe,.tn
LLP i5 a nlember firnr oi the P(F lntenralionai Linited lamllv af legailv lirdeiEndent ilnrs ar:cj does nol accept any
respoisiblliry or ilahljiii" itr lhe a9i ons cr ilratliOns of an)' I L-dlyicual ilefi:ller or cor) espondent Utiil o. fitJls

7
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Sat*:

18 ["4ay 2CI?3

R*f:

R pl4 7 1 3 1 /$AAArtyY0063

Sentbyu**it,G

Kytr$ll Farish e*uneil: acrdit ef accoultt* *or the year *nded 3,! Mareh 2$3p

nesr l-!13
Thank you for your email and attached letter of objectran dated 22 July ?0IZ in connection with Ryhill
Parish Council (the Council). You have raiseei matters irr r*spect af lh* 2021,22 Annual Gr:vernance
and Accountability Retr:rn (AGAR).

We wrote t* yori on 2? Septenrber 2022 to ir':f*rm you that both of your eligible objections hacJ been
accepted for further csnsicleratian. We have written to the Council and received its formal respr:nse and
all of the additional inionnation that we requested" All clocurnents rnaterial to our deeisions an the
accepted objections are in the public domain or harre previously been sharecJ with you.

You have not asked us to consider reporting on these matters in a pr-iblic interest report or to consider
the lawfulness af the expencliture in 2A21Q2: however, we have considered whether each accepted
objeetion should be included in a public interest report and whether we should apply for a declaration
under section 28{3) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 {the 2014 Act} in respect of cbjection
I

Our clecisions following consicleration cf the acceptecl objeciions under Step 3 of th* National Audit
Office's Auditor Guidance Note S4 are set out below:

Objeetion 1: You oitject to the inclusion cf an item of expenditure af LZjOZ relatinq b 2A20ft1
in the 2021/22 AGAR

Findings: This objection relates to an item of account in Box 6 of the Accounting Staten:ents.
We note that the invoiee was dated 12 [iarch 2021, related to services provided in the 4th
quarter of the 2020i21 financial year ancl was received on 29 i!{arch 2021. We also note that the
invoiee was paid by cheque dated 20 April 2021 (whieh cleared the bank later that month) and
since the Council's accounts are prepsred on the receipts and payments icash) basis, the
payment was correctly inclucied in Box 6 of the 2OZ1l2Z AGAR.

Conclusion: We <Jo not upl.rold this objection.

PKF Littlcjohn LLF
15 Weslferry Cir*us,
Canary Wharf, Landon

814 4HD

T: +4-4 ifi)?0 ?5j6 2*SS

wrvrw.pkf.l.eom

n3ft4S addres.

t+r or

tio.

th'r1

LIF

ffi

ffiffiffi
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Objecticn *: Yau eib.|eet to the Council's failure tn publistr ds*umentatioi'l on a publicty avajiaLrle
rs*tisile in line with its statut*rv requirernents.

Findings; Ti'ris *i:jecticrl rslatss to the responses giveri in Assedions 1 anrj 3 cf the Annuai
Gov*rnan** Statentent. We note that for many years the Souncil has failed to publish all the
required docunreritation or: a pr"rhliely available w*bsite and ur;e have raised reporting issucs
relatins to ihis fa*t in our sxternal auditar repart on the AGAR eee h year sinee ?016ij Z " lt has
previousiy relierl on the lVakefield Counr:il website; however. we note that the Ccuir*il launehed
its own website in January 2023 and shoulcl ensure that it conrplies with al{ its statut<lry
publ ication req* ire me n ts frcm ZAZS i?4 onwa rd s.

Sorlclusion: We uphold this objeetion and are r:rinded to raise a reporting matter in our
external auditor report on the ?Ail 122 AGAR. in respect cf this F:latter"

Having c*nsidered whether each acceptecl objection sh*r-lld be included in a public interest reporl ancl
whetlrer we should appfy for a declaration und*r seetion 2s{3i nf the 2014 Act in respect of objeeticn 1,
rve have cieeided not to take either course of action.

Please nr:te that there is no right of appeal against a decision not to issue a pr-rblie interest report in
respect of any of the objections. With regard to r:bjection 1, you lrave a right ta appeal our deeision not
ta apply for a declar.ction r:ncler section 2S{3) of the 2014 Act. Should you wish tc dc so, you must
appeal to the Higli Court within tlre periocl of 21 days beginning with the day after you receive this
staternent o{ written reas*ns.

At this stage, we would like to remind both ycu and the eouncil of the rreed to ensure eonrplian*e wiil.r
relevant data prctection legislation (incluciing GDPR). This could include, for *xampl*, redacting
personal information (such as the objector's name, address or other identifying information) from any
subsequent publicatir:n or sharing of the objections and relate<j correspondence.

Yours sincerely

/t</' l-;tt'L;at*

PKF Littlejohn LLP

cc Ryhill Couneil cls CIlr eheryi* Bashrorth - Council Chair

ffi

L..L-r
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Amnua$ Gover$?ffi$Tffie amd &mcmumtahf;Bf;ty ffietuxnre ff&ff$/ffi2 Fmrm S

To he completed by tr-oeal Coumeils, lnterraal Frainage Boards and other SmrallenAuthprities*:* where the highen of gross incame er grsss exp*nditure exceeded €2$,0CI0 bilt dld not exceed
€6.5 milliom; or

" wllere the hEghen of gress Effiesime or gross exp*nditure ureis gas,sgs
or less but that:
n are umable to certify thenrse$ves as exernpt {fee payablei; or
u have requested a l*mfited as$r*r&n6e rev{ew {fee payahle}

Guidanee notes em csmptetimg Form 3 ef the Amnua$ Gov*rnar:ce amd
Aeeou ntahility Ret*xru'l 2*2$ ifla
1" Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding f25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at
the end of each financial year in accordance with praper pracfices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountahility Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

'The Annual lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's intemal auditor"
'$ectisns 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
" Sectisn 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority websiteiwebpage
before 1 July 2022.

4- An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding f25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding €25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exernpt, or
is requesting a limited assurance r€view, must return to the external auditor by email or post {not both)
no later than 30 June 2022" Reminder letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT:

'theAnnual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March ZAZZ

'an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
' notification of the commencernent date of the period for the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A21 p2

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor" Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the externalauditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 - ExternalAuditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

FubEleatlcm Requff rermemts

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority websitelwebpage:

Before 1 July ?A22 autharities must publish:

' Notiee of ihe period for the exercise of public rights and a deetranation that tl"ie aceounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

* $ection '! - Annual Governamce Statenrent 2S2t/?2, appreved and signed, page 4* section P - Accounting staternents ?0Et/?2, approved and signed, page s
Not later than 30 September 2A22 authorities must publish:. l.iotice of conelusion of audit

" Section 3 - External l\uditor R.eport and eertifieate
' $estions { and 2 of ASAR including any an'lendments as a result cf the lirnited as$urance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potentiat confusion by tocal electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

"far a camplete lrsf of bodies that may be snaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accaunta bi lity Ac{ 2A1 4.

Annual Governance and Accountabilitv Return 2A21D2 Fonn 3
Local Ccuncils" lntsmal Drainaoe Boards anrl other Smnller Aufhorifie-s*

Page 1 of 6

trhraughout.



Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) ZgZl lLz

" The authority must comply with Praper Prac#ces in completing Sections 1 and Zof thisAGAR. proper
Practices are found in the Pracfitioners'Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

' Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. lf the
AGAR contains unapproved or unexplained amendments, it may be retumed and additionilcosts willbe incuned.

' The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before apBroving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

' Use the checklist provided belcw to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June ZAZZ.

' The Annual Governance Statement {Section 1) rnust be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
statennents (section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2i before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

' The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical afterthe date of theAGAR apprcval.

' Do not send the extemal auditor any information not specifically requested. Howevel you must inform your
external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or Chairman, and provide
relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

' Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any shcrt-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconcitiation to Box I on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation rnust be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners'Guide*.

' Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the fullvariance.

' lf the extemal auditor has to review unsolicited information, or receives an incomplete bank reconciliation, or
variances are not fully explained, additional costs may be incurred.

' Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried fonrard trom the previous year
(Box 7 at 2A21\ equals the balance brought forward in the current year {Box 1 af 20?Z)"

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

' The authority must publish on the authority websitelwebpage the information required by Regulation 1S {2},
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2A15, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July ZOZZ.

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?All sections

Flas all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternalAudit Report Have all highlighted boxes been completed bylhe intemal auditorand explanations

Section 1 For any staternent to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Has the authodty's approval of the accounting
the signature of the Chairman of the approval

statements been confirmed by
meetrng?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2022 been reconciled to Box g?

Section 2

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box g been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authorig as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

I

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A21/22 Form 3
I oral Councils lnternal Flrainano Bnalds anrl n{her Smallcr Authorifies"

Page 2 of S

"Gavernance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from wwwada.org.r.lk



Annual lnternal Audit Report 202'1 122

&Y Hr L[- €A R rS H Col-rr.] C- I L

!^l N r.-l . y.tcLe-Fte"tol .3 ov' uK*

Signature of person who
earried out the internal audit

\.d

During the financial year ended 31 ltlarch 2022, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2A21122 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this tabte. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable)- The council mel its responsibilities as a lrustee. I

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if neededi.

Date{s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

)- V'l.5 I to'>t*
,4- +,<{i<rvt,€s.\t, <; rd

Date 2* ls I tolz

A. Appropriate accounling records have been properly keptthroughoutthe financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirament resulted from an adequate hudgetary processt progress again$t
the budget was regularly monltored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriatcly accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority'$
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during th€ year,

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounling basis (receipts

and payments or income and expenditure), agreed lo the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. lf the authorily cedfied itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2A20121, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited ass.ra,,rce
reyiew of rts 2020/21 AGAR tick "not covored")

L. The authority publishes information on a free to access website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with any relevant transparency code requirements

M. The authority, during the previous year (2020-21) correclly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by lhe notice published

on lhe website and/or authority appraved minutes confirming lhe dales sefr,

N. The authority has complied with the publication requiremenls for 2020/21 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance NolesJ.

Annual Governance and Accountabitity Return 2021122 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities

Page 3 of 6

I nternal control objective
Yes Not

r(tcr
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lat applicabi



Sectlon 1 *Annual Govarnanc* $tat*mant ZfiZIIZL

Ws acknowlsdge as the msmbsrs of:

(YHILL f nc ltsH Couhr cl L
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of lnlernd conlrol, includlng arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statemsnts. We confirm, to ths best of our knowlsdge and beliaf, with
rospsct to the Accounling Stalements for the year endad 81 March 2022, that:

'Please provlda explanatlons to lh€ cxlsrnal auditor or a soparalc gheet for each'No'rSsponse and doscribe how the
authority wlll eddress the wsaknessas ldenffied. Thase sheats must be publisied wlth lhe Annual Govorfiancs Stelernenl.

Thls Annual GEvernancq Slalemsnt was apsrovsd at s
meetlng o{ lh€ aulhodty on:

rD / 6lAa.
and recorded as mlnule refersnce;

zzlol

SQned by ths Orakmanand Cle* of tha meeting where

approral was givan:

Chairmail

Clerk

t,.t xt hl .t*lqtgBf+.€ld .,_1or/ , U K

1. Wo hrva pul ln plsco a]IEngomgnl3 lor elhcuvo llnsnclel
mrnro€monl durlng tho yoE., and for th{ F Gpsralhn ol
lh6 accounllng Btialarnonlt.

$opa$d ili ewunlrng rlslsfi ooli la rccordarrco

rtth tho Aeromts ondAudfl firgulrl(one

?. W. nraldalnrd rn adrquala ry$lim ot lntsrnal controt
Includlfig llros9ur6r doslgn€d to provonl ond detscl ksud
aftd corrur[on rnd aevlorrsd lta stfsrdvanr*s.

fiade pfipar $gag.rarots ord arcepledr*spo'rsbffily
for tehgnld@ tlt pubtb $finey and.gsources trt

,?s crrrrgt

non<ompllance wilh laur, Gplatioas and Progcr
Pracllc€r lhal could havo I 6lgnlrl.rnl rinsnElal sffocl
on ihc sbllily of thlr oulho.ity t0 condud ll3

lo eSgurc ourstlvo*
aclual er potontlsl

/

h* oaly dnne whal tl has tho /6,90l Wn4'r ,o do ond iEs
compfr0/d v{th Propet Pocllces ln dolng so,

{, Wo provHsd propor oppo(unlly dudng the yoar for
lhc exorclre of ebclon''rlghtr h ocmrdonco wilh lto
requkamenlt of tha Account! and Audt RsgilIlstlofir.

durlttg tlw yeet gow arrpsrsons rrtdrorlsd lho oB,E/dunW ta
,nspc6l ard asl quafliarg aiod UIs aulharitfc ac{plunls.

t. tlyo crrdod oul an E$3erlm6nl ollho iskr fachg ihlg

ruthorlty 6nd look sppropdato 3t6pl to marsgo lhoio
d$kt. lndudlng lhe htroduEllon ol lrrernal conkolr endlor
sxtomal lnsu.rnc€ cover whero roquhod,

/

csnsrdtrld ar$ doc afienaad tha llfianclal end other ds'E. lt
fcce$ ondder[ wlh lhafi prcpedy

C. YYo malntaln6d throughoul tho yo6. En daqoato sftd
$ltocliva cyBt€m ol lnlomrl rudit o, lhs acco{,ntlng
.tcordg ond conuol ryltemi.

u,ettgodhr e cE.np,eronl per'$o4 lndrpendonl ol lhe llndndal
eona$lg rd ptocodorqs, ta gfun ,n oblecllve vlew oo whelhat
latemcl wttrds meet lfi+ noedr o, la b sn llet s6lew

?. YY6 took aproprlata dcllon on otl matte.g raised

ln rcpo+to from lntimal and ixtornsl audit. /
rew,r&d to maal0r$ 0'oflrrh( b fic alto tilion by ,,io/rnel E fr
orrffirdfrrdit

i, W. €anrldor€d ufiethor oty &lgatofi. liEbilltl.s or
c0wnltmont!, avonlo or lrenucllofiB, occunhg tllhor
&/rfurg or stgr lh. yerr-end, havc a linanolal knpact on

hls suthorlty snd, vrt.ra appoprlata. hrva lndudcd lhem

ln the aoe.ountlng sl8t€rninlt.

discloset overthke r? sltou/d have a0outils ouslness acliully

&dng lhyeq lncildlng evonas ,0k/n,l p,.ce aftu lha yoar

and ll t&tart.

3. {For local coundk only} Trust lundt lncluding

chadlablo, ln our cepeclty as tbe 3ole fianaging
trurleo ws dlschsrgod our.ccounlaHlity
rospqlslbllltlos for tho fund(r[arsrlr, lncluding
linanclal rgporllng and, ll rcqukid, lndop€od{nl
eramlaallon or andit.

,,asmel r,i orals respoasJh/littes wft+re, as a

rnrryalq it ls a sda nenaglng lru$lre o/rt ,

,bodl
lor,at

,nrs{s.

/

Annual Governance and Aocountability Rstutn 2021/22 Form 3
Local Councils, lnterrral Dralnage BoarrJs and other Smaller Aulhorities'
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$sctlon 2 * Accounfing $tatemen $ ZA?lnZ br

Ryxl r.L PA(I.sH (sul{c}L

ll. {For Local Counclls Only}
OBclosure nots r. Truil tundc
(includlng charltablo)

I csrliry lhat for the year endsd 31 March 2022 theAccounthg
Statsmonts in this Annual Governanco and Accounlability
Relurn have baen prepared on elthar a recetpts and payment$
or lncome and axpenditure basls followlng lhe guldanco ln
Gov€rnanco and Accounlablllty for SmallerAuthoritios - a
Praclilionsrs'Gulde to Propor Practlces and prasanl fakly
lhs tinoncial positaoft of thls authority.

Signed by Responsible Flnancial Oflicer before baing

I conlirm lhat tluseAcmunllng Statsmsnts wers
spprovod by lhh au0mdty on lhb dets:

lolS/E::t

as reeorded in minslle refgrgnce:

3.s-/o l

S&flsd by Chairman ollhe meeting where theJ\ocouding
Sltltaments were approred

presenled to lhe Ior approval

flate t()f 5 {a*

l. Balencee brought
lflrirgfil 78Aqe 6?3'? {-

Tot*l balances ard rosonres et the beglnnhg o{ lha year
as reeorddkt the lldanclal reoordc. y€fue flrusl agreo lo
Box 7 ol gaviausyear,

l. {+} Pracopt or Rates and
Levlas 5tF 165 s{-6e O

Total amoutt ol rr,ecr,pl {w lor lDBs rslps and levies}
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021122

ln respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constilute an audit canied out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and2 of the AnnualGovernance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https://www.nao.org.uUcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022: and
' confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor re 2021122

matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2021122
We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the

ended 31 March 2022

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature

giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory reguirements have not been met.

We are unable to complete our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation as a result of correspondence received in
refation to 2021122 and/or prior years. Once we have finalised our review and completed any additional work arising from that
conespondence, a final report will be provided with the certificate of comdetion detailing any qualifications and 'other' matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certifo completion.

for mattersthe theonbelow, ofbasis revtewour Sectionsof and1 of2 Annualthe andGovernance Returnreported Accountability (AGAR),
our informationthe Sectionstn and1 of theopinion 2 AGAR tnts withaccordance Practices noand mattersother comehave ourtoProper

We. have receive.d conespondence bringing.information to our attention that we must consider before certifying the completion of our
review and the discharging of our responsibilities.

We do not certifo completion because:
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