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Ryhill Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 3{ March 2024

Sections 2O(2'1and 25 of the LocalAudit and Accountability Act2O14

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1 The audit of accounts for Ryhill Parish Council for the year ended 31

March 2O24 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the audito/s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Ryhil! Parish Council on

2.

application to:

Cumues G..*w,rl L LP-raK

3.

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement (e)
\ o 104 [b)4

Irfu)(a)

U t-\

(b) B i$rRA\l L'6,n^.&r\fi tN\( h{ {H[ c@nk

Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of s .l- (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Retum.

Lururrrs Goec,al [C*o^ leti))

lLt * \L-

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
of theAGAR must be published

by 30 September. This must
include publlcation on the
smaller euthority's website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice fior; the AGAR and
extemal auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 yearg.

(a) lnsertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspecl the AGAR

(b) lnsert the hours during which
inspec{ion rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) lnsert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) lnsert the date of placing of the
notice

7www.pkfJ.com



Annual lntsrnal Audit Report z8?3r3d

[t-"l tiiLL PNtitIL\ (r'U1tC\L

' t I -i )---r litr t r- r".irr' 11' /'r*' t'',
v\r'"r \r\.r \Ni , q* I F\\LL L$u lv ti t* . L|'i . U /r,

During_the financial year ended 31 hi'larch 2024, this authority's internai auditor acting independentiy and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a sefective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2A2Y24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
Cn the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audrt conclusions are summarised in this tabte. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether. in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financialyear to a standard adequate
to meel the needs of this authority.

G" {For local councils only)
Trust funds {including charitable) * The council met its responsibiiities as a trustee i

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed {list any other nsk areas on separate sheets rf needed}.

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Ctt06litlZ* illrscr'', (. {rrc ur("{:

::fl::"ffi5:j:-1lJ::, * 4 t,,'ql Date c'ti' !{; bf 2ct z 4
*lf the response is 'no' please state the irnplications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified {add separate sheets if needed}.
**Note. 

lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned, or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A2U24 Form 3

Local Councils. lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept th!"oughout the financial year.

B" This authority complied with its financial regulations, paymenls were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of menls to manage these

D" The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process: progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reseryes were appropriate.

E, Expected income was fully received. based on correct prrces, properly recorded and promptly

banked: and VAT was approprialely accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts. all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

ti. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

i"l" Asset and investnrents registers were complete and accurate and properly mainiained.

L Periodic bank accounl reconciliations were properiy carried out during the year

J, Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounting basis (receipts

and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash bcok. supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2O22123, il met the
exemption criteria and correctly deciared itseli exempt. iii f*e aur'i*rty had a iistited 6s.$r*?$cs
revi*w *i jts ?S2#?3 FG'iqq lic* 'not ;oyared]

L- The authority published the required inforrnation on a websiteturebpage up to date at the time sf the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

h{. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctiy pr:ovided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations y*ranng; th* Z:Ji:*?4,4$,r1&,r-erjsd.
wera;:u&ilc igitts i* rsJatioa ac i}re 2*,??-?3 AG,4S *vttl*nxed *y e **fice *;l $;re sreSs,ile a*dx,r
**i*o#g appr*veC::ri*rfss ca*{innirry lie dsles seiJ

lil. The authority has complied with the publication requirements lor 2022123 AGAR
i.;++ AGx.i ?age I Ci;,il&ncs, &rc;as:.
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Section t * Annusl Gsvernance $tateme*t 20t3J24

We acknowledge as the members of.

(f iLttLL ?irnr\r-l Ccurii.rL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system o:f internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accountfng Staternents. We confirm, tc the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 lvlarch 2024, that:

nPlease provide explanations io the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' re$ponse and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

f'\.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on

l''itL,'2.);-
and recorded as minute reference:

-,:\ _ .-!-:
i-r,L

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the nreeting where

approval was given.

\i-LChair:

Clei"k

/l
L-J,

1 .,r

\ \S- I,r-..-_

{r t*".{':i ( r,*---\

L* l* L-J " kYF{rr-r- LetU\.€ (r{*, LC . U'i{.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effeci.ive financial
rnanagement Curing the year. and for tl-re preparaticn of
the accountin g staternents.

I
v

preoared it,s aecaLilltirry sfaremerifs in accordance
with the Acccunl:s ar?d Ar/dll Reqijlat,orls.

2. We nraintained an adequate system of internal controi
lncluding measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its ef{ective.ness.

/
J

made prape{ arrangemenls and ac-cepfed rcspot}siilility
far safeguarding fne public money and resources il')

its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps io assure ourselves
that there are no matters o{ actual or potentiai

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability oi this authcritll to conduct its

br-isiness or manage lts finances.

has anly cicne what t has the legat novniet lo d.o arld Xas
coms'liea Ntth Praper Practices irt dt1,,,n tu.

4. We provided proper oppo{tunity during ll-re year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordarrce with the
requirements of the Accounts and Airdit Requlations.

/ rnspect and ask L,desr/o4s abotl ]th$ authorlv s ijccDLrlls.

\r"LiB.;iTE 59:vi-5- \));i 1-.r', -,r'.

d\rrifig the yea{ gave all persons r.f}feresfed tlle oppoiunity tt)

5. tle carried out an assessment of the r:isks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage thcse
risks, includrng the lntroductron cf internal controls andlor
exlernal insurance cover where required.

S, y,/e maintaln.ed throlighcut lne year an adequate and
effective system o{ internal audit of lhe accounting
records and control s-ystems.

arranged {a{ a campetentperson. independent of lhe financial
cor?l.ois and procedures. to give an objective ,:siew on '/,/hether
intefial oonfrt/s r?eet lne needs af lhis silatter authority.

7. yr'e took appropriate action cln all matte:s raised
in reports f!'onr rnternal and external audil.

responded to natt€r$ b{ought to its attentian by irl.temal and
extern,al audit.

8. We considered whether an_v trtigatio0. liabilitres or
commitments. events or transactions. occurring eithe:"

durtng or after the year-end. have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriale, have ilicluded them
in the accounting statements.

/'f

di$ekssdercrF,efrrls ,i{ s&o&dd trisve eb*e# ffs Suslness aet@r
c$t*rfug e&eye'airJrncIemil&tg etemfs fukiag Sw af,ter lhe y*ar
end#rebr*mf:

3. iFar iocal councils onlyi lrust lunds inc{uding

charjtaDle. ln oLir capacity as the soie managinQ

trustee we drscharged our acccuntability
responsibilities for the fund(sllassets. including
financial reporting and if required. independent
examination or ar lrlif

Flas rnr, af o'f rifs resfr,fnsibrlrfles where. as a b*dy
corporate. d ls a sold managlng in;slee af a lataf
lrrsf or frusas.

Arrnual Governance and Accountabrlrty Return 2A23!24 Form 3

Local Councits. lnternat Drainaqe Boards and other Smaller Aulhorities-
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$e*tisn 3 - Accsumting StatemexTts 3fr33Jf4 fcr

L-t 14 ruu PN;lr\ 11 LC:u I* ti L

1. Balances brought
forward

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recarded in the {inancial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previaus year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies
Total amount of precept {or for lDBs rates and leviesi
received ar receivable in the year- Exclude any grants
received.

3" (+) Total other receipts Tolal income or recerpfs as recorded in the cashbook /ess
ttte precept ar rateglevies received (line 2) lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure ar payments made to and an behalf
of all emptayees. lnclucle gross salarles and wages.

emplayers Nl contributions. employers pension

co ntri b utia n s. g rat u it ie s a n d se v e rance pay m e fit.s.

S. (-) Loan interesucapital

repayments
Total expendtture or payments of capital and interest
made during the year an the authoity's barrawings (if anyi,

6. t-) ntt other payments Total expenditilre ar payments as recorded tn the cash-
book less staffcosis (line 4) and loen interestlcapital
repayffients $ine 5).

?" {=) Balances carried
forward

Tatal balances and reserues at the end of the year. MLtst

eqttal {1+2+3) - {4+5+6}.

8- Total value of cash and

short term investments

The sum of all current and deposit bank accaunts. caslt
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 lfiarch .*

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus

long terrn investment$
and assets

The value of all the praperty the aulharity owns * it is made
up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as at
31 t$arch.

10" Totai borrowings The outstanding eapital balance as at 31 ldarch a{ a}l loans
from thirC parties {including P|VLS}.

'i'ia" Disclosure note re Trust funds

{inciuding charitable)
The Cauncil. as a body carparate, acfs as sale truslee and
ls responsrbie for ntanaging Trust funds or assefs"

'!'lb. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including chariiable)

The figttres in the accounting statemenfs above
exclude any Trust fransaciions.

lbs

I certify that for the year ended 3'1 I'Aarch 2O24 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Governance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities - a

Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsihle Financial Officer before being

I confirm that these.Accounting S:tatenrents were
approved by thls authority on thls date:

i\ l)\rl'La"+

as recorded in minute reference:

14 ")-(
presented torthe authority for approval

{., 
'. 
(* _ '"}t - i" t* r'\

Ii

n^l^\i"eudLc \t l0L l-.1;ri"1-.

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were approved

Page 5 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A23124 Form 3

Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023124

ln respect of Ryhill Parish Council -WY0063

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the NationalAudit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - https://wunru.nao.org.uUcode-audit-
practi ce/guidance-and-i nformation-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Pncticeswhich:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance o nion 2023124

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 4, and it has provided the appointed

auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. The smaller

authority has confirmed that this issue has now been rectified.

3 fixternai auditar e*rtificate 2023124
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,1or the year ended 31

March 2024.

Extemal Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

Externar Auditor sisnature f*d* I.o- # ii-yirfirq lgjf Date o3t\glzoz4

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2023124 Form 3

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
no other matters have come to ourwith Proper Pradices

have not been met.

basisthe ourof ofreview 1Sections 2and theof GovemanceAnnual ourin the INinformationopinion
of AGARthe tniS accordance2and1 and attention cause @ncernforgiving

and requirementsregulatorylegislation
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